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actors who consider themselves wretched after
being poisoned by the speeches of the Marquis de
Posa or of Chatterton.

But lo! a smile from life, and the most morose
lose their masks. Schopenhauer, the most im-
placable among the scorners of existence, fled
from Berlin in 1831, driven out by the cholera.
While preaching the suicide of the world through
the absolute continence of the sexes,T he becomes
the father of an illegitimate child. An ardent
patriot, he buys presentation swords for his com-
rades, but takes care not to go to the war himself.
According to him, the deaf and the blind are
happy.2 The former do not hear, the latter do
not see their contemporaries. But Schopenhauer
spent his life in theatres and gatherings where
people enjoy themselves and talk. In reality
he worships life, and only seeks to inspire a dis-
gust for it in other people's minds. He despises
money, but he carefully secretes it and spends
it with the hesitation of a miser. Whoever
teaches that our life is the happier in proportion
to its brevity, plans to enjoy it to the utmost
limit.

His "delirium of enormity,5* a cruel malady
which held him tinder its control nearly all his

1 The World as Will and Idea.        2 Parerga and Paralipomena.